Conclusions Although this study cannot completely exclude the possibility that a suppressive effect of intramuscular gold on total immunoglobulin production plays a part in the decrease in the titres of IgA antibodies to H pylon and IgG antibodies to H pylori, the lower ratios of antibodies to H pylon to total immunoglobulin antibodies and the lower percentages of seropositivity to H pylon in the group treated with gold suggests that treatment with intramuscular gold decreases H pylon colonisation.
Discussion
The main conclusion to be drawn from this study is that the titre of antibodies to H pylor and the percentage of seropositivity to H pylori in a group of patients with RA treated with intramuscular gold is decreased compared with a group of patients with RA treated with antimalarial drugs. In this latter group the percentage seropositivity to H pylori was as expected from their age. 4 As the decreased titre of antibodies to H pylori in the group treated with intramuscular gold could be ascribed to a non-specific effect of this drug, we compared the ratios of antibodies to H pylori and total immunoglobulin between the groups treated with gold and antimalarial drugs. Lower ratios in the group treated with gold were found. The lower ratios in the group treated with gold suggested that the decrease in the titres of antibodies to H pylori cannot only be ascribed to an overall effect of gold. 12 13 As there is a strong correlation between seropositivity to H pylori and the presence of this bacteria in the gastric mucosa,"1 the decreased seropositivity in the group treated with gold also indicates a decreased colonisation of the gastric mucosa with H pylori. 
